
PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.
IN SENATE.

Tuesday. August 27, 1850.
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate proceeded

to conaider, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill for the
relief of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company.
This bill proposes to pay to this company, an assigntas of

tho State of Viigima, $120,000, for money advanced by the
State of Virginia to the United States for erectiug public
building* in the District of Columbia.

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to inquire if the Stale of Virginia
heraelf has memorialized for the amount which thu bill pro¬
poses to pay to this c itnpany.

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will give his attention a few
moments, I will explain this matter. At the last session of
the General Assembly of Virginia a law was passed transfer¬
ring to the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company the
claim which the State of Virginia had to the money which
this bill proposes to pay. The memorial for the payment of
the claim comes, therefore, from the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad Company, the assignees of the Slate of Virginia. It
is, nevertheless, as I understand, a debt due by the General
Government to the State of Virginia. The State of Virginia
have transferred their claim to it to this railroad company, who
are, therefore, the petitioners lor its payment.

In tbe year 1790 the Congiess of the United States passed
.n act establishing the temporary and permanent seat of gov¬
ernment of the United States. That law located the perma¬
nent aeat of government within the Stale of Maryland, and
comprised within tbe District of Columbia no part of the ter¬

ritory of Virginia. Tne 4th section of that law provided that,
for defraying the expenses of public buildings, the President
of the United States should be authoiized and directed to ac¬

cept grants of money. Prior to the passage of that act, how¬
ever, in December, 1789, the Legislature of Virginia parsed
resolutions declaring4hat if the Congress of the United States
would fix the seat of government anywhere within the States
of Maryland or Virginia, on tbe Potomac river, the State of
Virginia would advance to the General Government the sum
of $120,000 in aid of the erection of the necessary public
buildinga. Afterwards, when in 1790. the Congress of the
United States did locate the seat of government upon the Po¬
tomac river and within the State of Maryland, the 8tate of
Virginia, by tbe law to which I have referred, recognised her
obligation to advance this money, although the Diatrict of Co¬
lumbia was then located altogether within the State of Ma¬
ryland.
Tbe President then was authorized to accept grants of

money for defraying the expenses of the public buildings, and
the State of Virginia, prior UT that, bad declared its willing¬
ness, if the seat of government was established on the Poto
mac river, to advance a turn of money. When tbe seat of
government was thus located on the Potomac river, and the
President was authorized to accept grants of money, tbe State
of Virginia, on the 27th of December, 1790, passed a law, en¬

titled " an act concerning an advance of money to tbe Gov¬
ernment of the United Ststes." Under that law the sum

of $120,000 was advanced to the Government of the United
States.
Now, the State of Virginia, considering this as an advance

of money and not as a gift, has transferred the claim, as I
have said, to tbe Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company,
which company petitions for its payment. I presume the
only question before the Senate can be, was this a loan in the
form of an advance, or was it a gift, in the form of a grant.
If it was a loan, I take it for granted no one can deny the
rightfulness of ihe claim.

It will appear, as is set forth in the report of the committee,
and by the journals of the House of Delegates of the State of
Virginia, tbaton the 24th of December, 1790, a bill was in¬
troduced "for granting te the President of the United States
the sum of $120,000 for erecting public buildings on the Po¬
tomac river, agreeably to a resolution of the last Assembly."
This bill passed through the usual parliamentary forms of
prpceeding, and on tbe 27th of December, 1790, it passed.
But its title, on its passage, was amended by substituting for
tbe words quoted above, the following : " An act concerning
an advance of money to the President of the United Slates
for public buildings." This act is contained in the Virginia
statates at large. The terms of tbe enac inent are :

" Whereat the General Assembly of Maryland have acced¬
ed to a proposition of the General Assembly of this Common¬
wealth, contained in their resolution of the tenth day ot De¬
cember, 1789, concerning an advance of money to the General
Government, to be applied towards erecting public buildings
at the permanent seat ot the government of the United States,
should the Congress deem it expedient to fix it on the bank ot
the Potomac ; and whereas Congress hav« passed an act for
establishing the said seat of Government on tne Potomac : Be
it enacted by the General .isiembly, That $120,000 shall be
advanced by this Commonwealth to the General Government,
payable in three equal yearly payments, and to be applied to¬
wards erecting public buildings at the permanent seat of the
Government of the United States on the bank of the Potomac :

And the auditor of public accounts is hereby directed to issue
his warrants on the treasurer to the amount of $120,000, pay¬
able iu the manner hereinbefore directed to the order of the
President of the United States."
The history, then, of this transaction shows that the State

* of Virginia, I presume in order to induce the Government of
the United States to locate the seat of government on the Po¬
tomac river, proposed that if the General Government would
locate the teat of government on the Potomac river, it would
advance the sum of $120,000 towards the erection of public
buildings. The General Government passed a law establishing
the seat of government on the Potomac, and by the same law
authorized the President of thu United States to accept grants
of money for the purpose of erecting public buildings. The
State of Virginia, on the faith of its previous resolution, sub¬
sequent to the law of Congress, passed a law, not to grant the
money to the Government of the United States, as was origi¬
nally proposed, but to advance it. The terms of the law
merely state that the purpose was " to advance " the money.
I submit, therefore, that it is the duty of the Government of
the United States to refund the money.

Mr. BRADBURY. I should like to be informed by the
Senator from Virginia whether the State of Virginia has
ever, previous to this time, made any claim to, have the
amount of money refunded which is now asked tor by this bill'

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Never.
Mr. MASON. I am not aware that the State of Virginia

ever has asked that this money should be refunded. I recol¬
lect that some four or five years ago, after so much of the
District of Columbia as was within the limits of Virginia was

retroceded, a member of the General Assembly of Virginia in¬
troduced a resolution declaring that this sum of money had
been advanced, was due, and was subject to reclamation, and
that it was then proper to be reclaimed when Virginia no

longer possessed territory in the District of Columbia 4 but no
action was taken. I will state now tba», though the State of
Virginia has certainly advanced the claim by assignment, yet
that I,-as one of her representatives, have never received any
instructions from the 8: ate on the subject whatever. Never
theless, Virginia has recognised the claim by the assignment
to this railroad company, and I, as one of her representatives,
have deemed it my duty to support it, and to ask that it be
paid.

Mr. BRADBURY. To induce the location of the seat of
government on the Potomac river, the Commonwealth of
Virginia proposed to advance $120,000 to the General Gov
ernm*nt. The right to reclaim it, I suppose, would depend
upon the terms of the grant or advancement. Now, air, we
should inquire what the intention of the Commonwealth of
Virginia wss. At the time of making this proposition, did
she understand that she was merely making a loin to the
General Government, or was it a bonaJidt proposition.not
depending upon the technical terms in which the proposition
was couched.but a bona Jide proposition to grant that amount
of money to secure the location of the teat of government up¬
on the Potomac river* The conduct of Virginia for some

sixty years, in declining to make any reclamation of the fund,
would seem to show, as plainly as acts can show, that the un¬

derstanding of Virginia was that she made it as a grant.as a
donation to secure this location. And, after this lapse of time,
I think it not a little remarkable that this company should pre¬
sent an application of this kind, and expect that the applica¬tion would he granted.

Mr. T'NDEKWOOD. I rise to state to the 8enate the
reasons which have influenced roe to go for the passige of
this bill. In looking at the leyUlation of Congress, and also
at the legislation of Virginia, 1 om satisfied that the General
Government received this money as a donation, and eo re¬

garded it. Accounts, 1 believe, were kept st the Treasury,looking upon it in the light of a donation. But now, sir, this
question com* s up. When yoa lujk at the legislation of Vir¬
ginia, you will find that when »h«5 came to act upon the Icgis-
lation of Congress, ahe did not conform her leginlation to the
language which Congress had adopt, d to express her ideas
and her views but she adopt*d language which, as shown by
tbeSena'or from Virginia, (Mr. Maso*,) had the idea upon
the face of it that she did not intend to make it a gift, but
merely an advancement, thereby leaving to herself the right
to reclaim the money, if she might deem proper so to do, at a
future day. Thia wa* dune at a time when the Government
of the United States w»s poor ; and it was done, as the Sena¬
tor from Maine (Mr. BvADBiRr) ha* said, with a view to
secure the location of the seat of government on the Potomac.
Now, sir, I, for one, under such circumstances, am not wil¬
ling, when the Government has become rich, to hold to
the money, even if it was regarded as a gift, when ahe
claims it back again from the Government, through her as¬

signee.
Sir, this is no new question with me. I recollcct a caae

which illustrates the whole subject, which was <fiscu*a«d year
after yewr in the Kentucky Legislature. The citiaens in and
bout Frankfort made la*ge donations for the purpose of ee-

uring the location of the seat of government in tbeir town,
ome of them became unf -rtuna'e in the courae of their buai-
ess transactor s They became reduced from affluence to
omparative wan', and tbey then applied to the 8tete of Ken-
ucky to refund totbem the m>ney which tbey had thus advane
d when the Government seemed to wsnt it, and when they bad
be ability to make the advance. I believe the Government,

responding to that application, returned the money. I think
it ought to be done in all caaee of the kind.
Now, I by no mean* represent the Commonwealth of Vir¬

ginia, my old mother, whom I ao much honor, in the posi¬
tion of a beggar, or in the attitude of a pauper. Not at all.
She can live without this money. Her assignees, perhaps,
can get along without it. But she haa thought proper, for
the purpose of aiding a great public improvement.one which
will redound to our advantage as well as to hers; one con¬

necting Alexandria, near the seat of govornment, with her
western territory.to transfer her claims to the railroad com¬

pany, to be expended for these useful purposes. If it had
been a gift in every seiine of the word, originally, I would not
hold ou under such circumstances.- My disposition is, now
that we are able, to return, it.

I think the Government ought to have located the perma¬
nent seat of the National Government without aoy temptation
to be derived from money. I think it ahould have done it
upon principle.in reference to the general interests of the
nation, considering population, centrality, and so forth. Sir,
the seat of government turns out to have been very properly
located where it is, whether the Government was influenced
by the donations made by Virginia and Marylandor not. For,
sir, the tables of population show that, although in point of
centrality the proper location haa been travelling West, yet,
in reference to a Northern and Southern line, it is within
twenty or thirty miles of the proper centre ; and at the time it
was located, acc >rding to population and territory it was a

very proper location. Though I think that money ought not
to have been received as an inducement to the Government to
locate the seat of government here, yet I think we mav pass
this bill.

Mr. MASON. One word more. If this had been a gift
on the part of Virginia, or a grant by which they parted with
their right, I trust the character of Virginia in this confedera¬
cy would show that she would not either claim it hereelf or

suffer her assignees to do it. But, as it was an advance or a

loan, by which the right was not parted with, but subject to

reclamation, there certainly is no impropriety in Virginia dis¬
posing of the fund in any manner she may deem proper.
Now, as I said, in the original proposition to advance

the money only, and upon its passage, the title was altered
and conformed with the text. The title, which was to make
" a grant" of money, was altered to " an advance," and the
enacting clause showed that it was an advance.

But 1 will state further to the Senate, what escaped my at¬
tention at the moment, that, prior to that, in 1783, the Gen¬
eral Assembly of Virginia made a proposition to Congress to
locate the seat of government at Williamsburg, then the seat
of government of the State, where the public business was

transacted. At that time the Government of the country lack
ed fiscal ability to command the amount necessary to erect its
public buildings, and in order to induce the Government to
locate the seat of government at Williamsburg, the State of
Virginia offered to give up to the Government all its public
buildings in Williamsburg, provided they would locate the
seat of government there. The terms of the proposition were
these :
" That if the honorable Congress should esteem the city of

Williamsburg, in this State, a fit place for their session, the
Assembly will present them, on their removal thereto, and
during their continuance therein, with the palace, the capitol,
and all public buildings, and 300 acres of land adjoining the
said city, together with a sum of money not exceeding one hun¬
dred thousand pound*, (£100,000,) this State's currency."

Subsequently, in order to induce them to locate the seat of
government, not wi:hin the limits of Virginia, but on the Po¬
tomac river, the proposition was that they would advance to
the General Government the sum of $120,000. Now, it ap¬
pears from the report made by the committee that that sum

was all advanced. It was paid over to the treasury in sums
of $40,000 a year; and it appears that Gen. Washington,
who was not only a citizen of Virginia, and conversant withthia
subject, but had the auperintendence of the business, asks, in
a letter " to the commissioners of the federal district," dated
August 29th, 1793, "In what manner would it be proper to
state the account with the States of Virginia and Maryland,
they having advanced money which has not been all expend¬
ed for the objects for which it was appropriated ?" And it
doea appear that the sum of $40,999, part of this $120,060,
was all that was U9ed by the Commissioners of Public Build¬
ings. I submit to the Senate, therefore, that it was substan¬
tially a loan, and that the claim of Virginia, which she has
assigned to this railroad company, is a just one.

After some further debate, the question was taken on or¬

dering the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, and re¬

sulted thus :

YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, Butler,
Caas, Clay, Dawson, Dodge oflowa, Douglas, Downa, Foote,
Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk,
Sebastian, Smith, Soule, Suruauce, Turney, Underwood,
Wale* and Walker.28.
NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright,Chase,

Clarke, Cooper, Davis, of Massachusetts, Davis, of Missis¬
sippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Ftlch, Greene,
Hamlin, Poarce, Shields, Sturgeon, Upham, Whitcomb.
Winthrop, and Yulee.22.

Wednesday, Augdst28, 1850.
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Davis, of

Massachusetts, on the 13th instant, was taken up for consid¬
eration :

Resohed, That the Postmaster General be instructed to
communicate to the Senate such information as he possesses in
regard to the several lines of ocean steamers in the mail ser-
vice ot the United States, in the following particulars :

First. Has each line fulfilled the contract entered into with
the United States ; if not, in what does the delinquency con¬
sist '

Second. How many ships are in the service in each line, and
how many does each contract require ?
Third. How much money has been paid to each line, under

what laws, and at what times, and how much remains to be
paid f
Fourth. What is the aggregate of postage which has been

defived to the Government from each line, and what is the an¬
nual amount realized from each ?

Filth. Have the mails beeu regularly and safely transported
and delivered, according to the requirements of the law and
the instructions of the &«partment ?

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think the information
which is asked for in this resolution is very desirable to the
Senate, and indeed is necess iry to enable them to act with
intelligence upon subjects wh ch must necessarily be presented
to tbem when the appropriation bill comes up. The Sena¬
tor from New York, I believe, does not object to this view of the
subject. He concurs with me in it, but he thinks that this
information will be furnished to the Senate from other sources.
If that be so, I shall be satisfied, if it only cornea to us in a
form to enable us to see it and clarly to understand it. The
Senator from New York, I believe, expects that this informa¬
tion will come in some manner through the Post Office Com¬
mittee. If, however, the information is prepared for other
purposes, it will be very little trouble to furnish it directly to
the Senate, and I am inclined to think that it is beet that it should
come before us in that form. The information adverted to by
the Senator from New York does not embrace one of the
lines. My desire is to embrace all the lines, and that the Sen¬
ate may know whether the contract have been executed, how
many ship have been put upon each line, the annual ex¬

penditure, and the amount of money which has been paid up
to this time. If I can obtain that information, it is all I care for.

Mr. DICKINSON. I know of no earthly objection to
the information being obtained, unless we have it already, aa
I suppose we have, and therefore I called the attention of the
Senator from Massachuaetts to it. The only suggestion I
made in regard to this resolution, when it was offered, was

the usual one, that it lie one day under the rule, in the belief
that we had substantially all that it asked for before ua and
before a committee under examination. The reaolution hay¬
ing, however, now come up in regular order, I ahall by do
means object to its adoption, if the mover desires it. The
information the Postmaster General communicated to the
House, in answer to a resolution, in March last, as I think,
covers the whole subject, so far aa regards the Chagres, Pa¬
cific, and other lines in that directioo. It is a document got
up with considerable labor, and embodies much of detailed
information; and, as that officer informs ¦», contains all the
knowledge be has upon the subject. The reaolution of the
Senator fiom Louisiana embraces a much wider range, and
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Poet
Roads in May last. Perhaps tbey strictly cover the Bremen
lioe, although it comes within the scope of the inquiry before
the Poat Office Committee; and betides, as to that line, the
law, the contract, and the annual reports of the Departments,
all before us, show all that the Departments know upon the
subject. The Postmaster Geneial, it is true, can duplicate
the information he haa already given to the House, and aend
us what we already have, and more if he has it, without a

great deal of trouble. My suggestion was merely that it
would be unnecessary to impose that labor upon the Department,
and increase the expense of the Government, and unnecessa¬

rily multiply documents, without additional information. As,
however, the mover of the re*olution wems to think we may
gtin something by its pasjsge, let it, by all meana, be
adopted.
The resolution was adopted.
SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. CLAY. Before proceeding to the orders of the dsy,
I d'fire the Srnatn to take up the bill to suppress the slave
trade in the District of Columbia, for the purpose of fixing
an onrly day for ita consideration.

Thi" motion was agreed to, and tbe till wa« taken up.
Mr. CLAY. The bill fceing before the Sena'e, I wieh to

prrpo<* wUch a day as will bemxt agreeab'e to thfe 8ena»e I
move .1 at it be made the special order for Monday next, at
12 o'clock
Mr. FOOTE. I am in fivor of that motion, but I hold in

my band an amendment which I desire to present, in order
that it may be printed.
The amendment was ordered to be printed.Mr. PEARCE. I also have an amendment which I desire

to submit to tbe Senate for the aame purpose.The amendment was received informally, and ordered to
be printed.

Mr. ATCHIPON. Mr. Preaident, by way of a test vote
in relation to this bill, I move to lay it upon the table, aod on
that motion I call for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken were :

YEAS.Me»»r». Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler,
Davit, of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Houston, Hunter,
Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Turney, and Yulee.16.
NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Beaton, Bradbury,

Bright, Cass, Ch»se, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of Massa¬
chusetts, Dajton, Dickinson, Dodge,of Wisconsin, Dodge, of
Iowa, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, Jones,
King, Mangum, Pearce, Phelps, Shields, Smith, Spruance,
Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Winthrop, and Whit-
comb.36.

So the bill was not laid upon the table, and it was made
the special order for Mooday next, at 12 o'clock.

BOUNTY LAND BILL.
Mr. 8HIELDS. I move to poetpooe the prior special or¬

dera for the purpose of taking up the bill " granting bounty
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged
in the military service of the United 8tates." It is a bounty
land bill which the House has paaeed in a liberal spirit, but
which has heretofore been kept back in the 8enate for the pur¬
pose of allowing other important measurea to pass. I hope
it will be received in the same spirit which actuated the
House, and that it will be considered and disposed of.

Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee on the Public Lands
have reported several amendments, in which they ask the con¬
currence of the Senate.
The first amendment was then read, being to strike out the

word "who," in the first section, and insert in lieu thereof
the words, "whose name has been returned on muster rolls,
or in any other official manner to the War Department, as

hating," so that the section will read :
" That each ot the surviving commissioned and non-com¬

missioned officers, musicians, or privates, whether of regulars,
volunteers, rangers, or militia, whose name has been returned
on muster rolls, or in any other official manner, to the War
Department, as having performed military service in any regi¬
ment, company, or detachment, in the service of the United
States, in the war with Great Britain, declared by the United
Stales on the 18th day of June, 1812, or in any of the Indian'
wars sinee 1790; auu each of the [survivipg] commissioned
officers who were engaged in the military service of the Uni¬
ted States in the lale war with Mexico shall be entitled, for
twelve months' service, to one hundred and sixty acres of
land ; for six months' service, to eighty aetes of land; and for
three months' service, to forty acres of lard: Provided, The
person so having been in service shall not leoeive said land, or
any part thereof, if it shall appear by the tnusier rolls of his
regiment or corps that he deserted or ws» dishonorably,dis¬
charged from service, or if he has received or is entitled to
any land bounty under any act of Congressheretofore passed.'
The amendment was agreed to.
The second amendment is to insert the word "surviving,"

which we have placed between brackets, before the words
" commissioned officers who were engaged in the military ser¬
vice, " wa< also agreed to.
The third amendment was to insert the words in italics, and

to strike out ths words between brackets, in the second sec¬
tion, which is as follows :

"Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each commis¬
sioned and non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, for
whom provision is made by the first section hereof, shall re¬
ceive a certificate or warrant from the Department of the In¬
terior for the quantity of land to which he may entitled, andwhich may be located by the warrantee or his heirs at law, at
any land office of the United States, in one body, and in con¬
formity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, upon anyot the public lands in such district then subject to private en¬
try ; and upon the return of such certificate or warrant, with
evidence of the location thereof having been legally made, to
the General Land Office, a patent shall be isiuea therefor. In
the event of the death of any commissioned or non-commis-
sloned officer, musician, or private, prior or subsequent to the
passage of this act, who shall have served as aforesaid, and
who snail not have received bounty land for said services, a
like certificate or warrant shall be issued in favor and inure to
the benefit of his widow, but not to her heirs, nor to the heirt of
such commissioned or non-commissioned officer, soldier, or mu¬
sician . Provided, She [was married to such officer or soldier
before the conclusion of his service, and] is unmarried at the
date of her application : Provided,further, That no land war¬
rant issued under the provisions of this act shall be laid upon
any land of the United States to which there shall be a pre¬emption right, or upon which there shall be an actual settle¬
ment and cultivation, except with the consent of such settler,
to be satisfactorily proven to the proper land officer."
The amendments were agreed to.
The fourth amendment was to insert after the werds " issue

of," in the third section, the worJs "the patent or certificate
of entry on," so that the section would read :

"Sec. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That all sales, mort¬
gages, letters of attorney, or other instruments of writing,
going to affect the title or claim to any warrant or certificate
hereinbefore provided for, made or executed prior to the issue
of the patent or certificate of entry on such warrant or certifi¬
cate, shall be null and void to all intents and purposes whatso¬
ever ; nor shall such certificate or warrant, or the land obtain*
ed thereby, be in anywise affected by, or charged with, or
subject to the payment of any debt or claim incurred by such
officer or soldier prior to the issuing of the pateut: Provided,
That the benefits of this act shall not accrue to any personwho is a member of the present Congress."

Mr. DOWNS. I would suggest that this amendment will
be of very little effect, because if you allow the transfer to be
made at any stage of the proceeding before the title to the
land is absolutely vested in the grantee, speculators can always
evade it. I would suggest that the words "or certificate of
entry" be stricken out, so as to prevent any transfer.

Mr. SHIELDS. This matter was fully considered in
committee, and the only restrictions thought reasonable were
such as would prevent any disposition of the scrip until the
land became the property of the individual. When the man
enters tbe land and gets his certificate the land is absolutely
his, and the issuing of the patent depends on the officer, and
not on tbe individual, and in some instances it is kept back
for five or six years. I have no objection to the rejection of
the amendment, except that it would product a great deal of
inconvenience in cases where the officer was not able to issue
the patent when the individual entering the land calls fur it.
The amendment was agreed to.
The fifth amendment was then read, being to insert at the

end of the bill the following proviso -

" Provided further, That every person who may be enti¬
tled, under the provisions of this act, to receive a certificate
or warrant for bounty land, ahall be allowed the ODtion to re¬
ceive such certificate or warrant, or a Treasury scrip for $100
where the quantity of land is 150 acres, $50 where the quanti¬
ty is 80 acres, and $25 where the quantity is 40 acres; said
scrip to bear an interest of 6 per cent, oer annum, payable
semi-annually, and redeemable at the pleasure of the Gov¬
ernment."

Mr. BADGER. I hope tbe Senate will not concur in that
amendment. The body of the bill proposes to dispose of, I
know not how much, and nobody can foresee, of the public
lands ; and then this provision is to enable the persons who
may be entitled, numerous as they undoubtedly are, to the
benefit of the previous part of the law, to demand a sum of
money in lieu thereof, and thus create an enormous public
debt, at their option. Now, really it seems to me, however
our friends may seem disposed to give away tbe public lands
to all who may have participated in any and all of our wars,
great and small, tince the beginning of our Government, they
ought not to be willing, in the present state of the exchequer
and in the present pro.«pect of the country, to create this im¬
mense national debt. I hope the Senate will not concur in
the amendment.

Mr. 8HIELDS. I would state to tbe 8enator from North
Carolina that the sum of money is very inconsiderable when
compared with the amount of land, and that the m«n who
will select the money will suffer a great disadvantage. I will
also state that we have copied this amendment from the pro¬
visions of a former law, and that tbe eiperience under that
law has shown that little or no money has thus been claimed.
It is, however, a matter of very little importance, and I am
not strenuons in regard to the adoption of the amendment.

Mr. ATCHISON. I concur with the Senator from North
Carolina in what he has said on this subject. My recollec¬
tion as to former laws granting bounty lands are, that they
were generally passed during the war, and particularly that
with Mexico; and I can remember tio grant of such lsnds
made subsequent to the war. It was a part of the conaidera-
lion and inducement for men to enter the army during the
war, and particularly was it a part of the pay of soldiers serv¬
ing in the war with Mexico. Now thia bill proposes a gra¬
tuity, and these lands are to be given for services not to be
rendered, but which have been heretofore rendered during all
the wars in which we have been engaged since 1793. I
tkink, sir, thus considered, the two cases are entirely different,
and that there is no analogy between grants of land made to
induce enlistments, or for men to enter voluntarily the service
of the United States during the cxis'ence of a war, and grantsof land for services which have been heretofore rendered. In
addition to this, we treat our tends as of but little value to
the Government, and we grant them for almost every and
any purpose for which they may be asked. It is an object for
the Government to convert the public lands into private pro¬
perty, but it certainly is no object for the Government to
transfer tho money in tbe treasury into the pockets of indi
viduals. I shall therefore oppose this amendment. One
great reassn which induces me to favor this bill is, that I be¬
lieve it to be the true policy of this Government to convert its
public domain into private property, convinced that it is for
the interest of the General Government, and the 8tates and
Territories in which these lands lie. I would not vote for
this compensation if tbe proposition was an independent one,
and I will not vole for this bill il it is included in it. I have
two reasons now for supporting tbe bill * one is, that perhapsthere is something doe to the soldiers o< the war of 1812,
and the various Indian wars ; and the other is, that it ia the
policy of our Government to get rid of the public lands uponalmost any terms. It cannot, however, be contended that it
is the policy of our Government to contract an enormous
debt, or to get rid of the money we may have in tbe trea¬
sury. I trust, therefore, that the Senate will not concur in
the amendment which has been proposed.Mr. SHIELD8. I bare stated that thia matter was folly
discussed in comraiitee, and in that iliacunion I took eome-
what tbe view which gentlemen in opposition to thia amend¬
ment have. In my opinion, experience has shown that the
acrip ia always more valuable than tbe right to draw money
oat of the treasury« that is, the man can alwaya nil his
scrip for much mors money than ho ia allowed to draw from
the treaaury. But if there ia any considerable objection to

the bill, on th* ucaunt of tbii MModmeDt, I, fat One, shall
not hazard iu success by insisting on its being inaerted. I da
not wish to cause any demand on the treasury i bat I believe
that these soldiers, who, my friend from Miaaonri aaya, per¬
haps are entitled to something, are really entitled to a great
deal; and that, at all events, we oaght to give them a little
public land. I have no deaire, for one, to Inaiat upon tbia
amendment.

Mr. FELCH. I am a member of the committee which
reported this amendment, and I wiah to say a word in regard
to it before the »ote ia taken. I have no particular tenacity
to retain it, or desire to hazard the bill by insisting upon anyamendment which may not meet the approbation of the Se¬
nate; but there are one or two conaiderations connected with
this proposition to which I wiah to call the attention of the
Senate. This last clause, providing for the drsiwing of money
out of the Treasury instead of receiving grants of publicland, is in accordance with the provisions of the law grantingbonnty lands for services in the Mexican war. It wax not in
the law granting bounty lands to the aoldiers in the last war
with Great Britain. Under the provisions of that Itw the
soldier was entitled to hia land and nothing else. He was
not able to dispose of bis warrant at all \ he could only receive
a patent for it, and then dispose of that patent the same aa
any other person could.

Under the provisions of the bill in reference to the Mexican
war, the case was different. The soldier waa authorized to
sell hia warrant or to receive bis money at the rate of one-half
the minimum price of the public lands to which he waa enti¬
tled. Under the provisions of this bill, without thia amend¬
ment, the soldier is not enabled to aell hia warrant at all. He
can only dispose of the land after he haa received it, the aame aa
any person who haa received a patent. The object waa to preventthe aoldier from selling hia warrant previous to hia applicationfor a patent. And as a further inducement for him not to do
so, this amendment proposes to allow him to draw from the
treasury a sum of money equal to one-half of the minimum
price of the land to which he is entitled, and in that way to
enable him to convert his claim more readily into money. It
seems to be supposed that thia will be a mere gift of money
from the treasury, and not a compensation or donation made
in land. But that is not the view which I take of it. The
land given away by thia bill will reduce precisely that amount
the quantity of land which the General Government will aell,
and conaequently will reduce the amount of money received
from that source into the treasury.
The history of our land aales, particularly since the grant

of Mexican bounty landa, ahowa that just in proportion aa the
lands are entered under warranta of thia deacription, juat in
that proportion ia there a diminution in the receipts into the
Treasury from the aales of thoae landa. The landa propoaed
to be granted by tbia bill will probably amount to two and a
half millions of acres, which amount is to.be cut offfrom the
sales of public lands, and of course will diminish the receipts
of the treasury to that eitent. What will be the operation
of this on the fiscal affairs of the Government > If the whole
amount of this land should be entered the next year the Gov¬
ernment could not make any aalea, for the whole amount in
mcrket would be covered by these entries. But suppose this
amendment be adopted } The amount allowed in it in lieu
of the land is oqe-balf the present minimum price, and the
consequence would be that we ahould pay out of the Trea¬
sury only one half the sum which we would pay if all the
entries of land were made. That is precisely the operation
of the amendment. Without it we should pay to the sol¬
dier the whole of the minimum price of the lands entered, or
the receipts into the Treasury would be diminished to that ex¬
tent, and with it, whenever the money was taken in prefer¬
ence to the land, we should pay only one-half the minimum
price, and the receipts into the Treaaury be increaaed to that
extent. I have, however, no tenacity for the amendment, and
I have merely presented the considerations which induce me to
favor it. If they meet with the favor of the Senate they will
perhaps adopt the amendment; if they do not, they will, of
bourse, reject it.

Mr. BADGER. The hour of one haa now nearly arrived,
and it must be obvious to the honorable Senator from Illinois
that we cannot pass this bill this morning. In pursuance of
the suggestion he made, I therefore move that the further con¬
sideration of the bill be postponed till to-morrow.
The further consideration of the subject was then postponed

till to morrow.

Thursday, Acoust 29, 1850.
Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance, to which

was referred House bill making appropriation for the support
of the Military Academy for the year ending the 30th June,
1851, reported back the same with amendments, which pro¬
pose to strike out that part of the bill in which the salaries of
the professors of the academy are fixed at fifteen hundred dol¬
lars, and, with the exception of the professors of French and
Drawing, to make them two thousand dollars.
He expressed the hope that it would be the pleasure of the

8enate to take up the bill and pass it at once.

By unanimous consent the bill was then taken up and con¬
sidered as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. HUNTER. I will explain, in a moment or two, th
object of the amendments. There is in fact but one amend
ment, the others being mere alterations which follow, as a mat
ter of course, if the other is adopted. The only respect in whict
the bill thus amended differs from the bill as it passed the Houm
is in regard to the amount fixed for the professors' salaries.
The salaries of these professors heretofore have been made up
of three or four items.the item of pay, the item of forage,
the item of commutation of subsistence, and an allowance for
servants. Tbe House, in lieu of the salary which theso pro¬
fessors enjoyed from these items, have stricken off so much as
was derived from the commutation for forage for two horses.
The Committee on Finance recommend that, instead of this
diminution, a salary of $2,000 shall be allowed to each of
them, with the exception of the professors of drawing and
French, whose salaries they propose shall remain as fixed by
the House, at $1,500. They have increased it to a sum cer¬

tain, whichfthey think is preferable to allowing it to be paid
in the former mode; because one of the objections made in the
House was in relation to the item of forage for three horses,
as a part of the salary which the professors received.' The
Committee on Finance believed that competent men to dis¬
charge these duties could not be procured for less than $2,000,
which is about the amount they now receive in the shape of
these allowances; and they have therefore proposed that the
professors of mathematics, philosophy, engineering, ethics,
and chemistry be allowed $2,000 each, in exchange for all
these allowances, with the exception of the longevity ration,
which is one more of honor than of profit, and is particularly
valued by military men.

If it be the pleasure of the 8enate to keep the salaries at
what they were, or about what they were, there can be no ob¬
jection to this amendment, and the change in the sums is
simply the result of tho establishment of that principle. I ask
the question, therefore, first qn this amendment; for, if adopt¬
ed by the Senate, the others will follow as a matter of course,
to harmonize the residue of the bill with it.

Mr. BRADBURY. I do not know that I perfectly un¬
derstood the remarks of the 8enatorfrom Virginia; but if 1 did
understand them, the adoption of this amendment will increase
the salaries which the professors referred to in the bill have
heretofore enjoyed. The House have made a reduction of
them, and, instead of bringing them back to the precise situ¬
ation in which they formerly stood, the Senator from Vir¬
ginia proposes an amendment which will increase their emo¬
luments. Now, I take this to be the worst possible time to
engage in increasing the salaries of public officers, for we
know that tbe drain on the treasury is enormous. I hope the
Senate will concur in whatever alteration the House has seen
fit to make. I will venture to say that if we reject the amend¬
ment and adopt the bill as it passed the House, not a single
officer will resign, and there will be no difficulty whateverin get¬
ting competent officers to perform the duties. I apprehend these
salaries will then be qaite as large aa are enjoyed at tne uni¬
versities and public seminaries of the country by professors.
At any rate, I am willing to try the experiment, and see whe¬
ther any resignation will take place, or any difficulty be ex¬

perienced in obtaining competent men to perform the duties of
these stations.

Mr. HUNTER. The 8enator from Maine will find that
the sum proposed by this amendment to be given as salaries
to these professors is not very far from what they now enjoy.
Take, for instance, the professor of philosophy. He now gets
$2,044 in pay and allowances, and it is proposed to allow
bim $2,000. The professor of engineering now get* $ 1,792,
and it is proposed to allow him $2,000. So #ith the profes¬
sors of mathematics, ethics, and chemistry; easfc of them
now receives $1,792, and it is proposed to give them $2,000.
8o that in point of fact we vary the sum from what they now
receive but by a very small amount. And I do not agree
with the Senator that, because (he gentlemen who have oc¬

cupied these places, and are unfitted now perhaps fpr other
business, will not resign if we curtail their salaries, it is proper
and just to do so. On the contrary, I think that if they have
served faithfully, they should receive what their services are

worth, and at that rate it ought to be what is pa<d for similar
services in the first universities snd academies in the Isnd- I
believe the smount is not so high as is paid in the University
of New York $ and certainly it is not so high as is paid in
the University of South Carolina or of Virginia, with which
I am more particularly acquainted; and yet we know that
these professors not only are, but they ought to be men of the
highest grade of talent. I do not believe that we can secure
new men for these duties, who «re. equal to them in point of
scientific attainments, at tbe sum proposed to be given them
in the bill as it came from the House. It is a very small
matter; and the poorest of all economy, I think, is that which
consists in a redaction of tbe salaries of professors in our in¬
stitutions of learning. Why, the difference in qualifications
which might be secured by a difference of a thousand or fif¬
teen hundred dollirs in salaries, might be worth to us hun¬
dreds of thousands. Indeed, it Is impossible to estimate in
money what we may gain or loee by this or that plan or

grade of instruction. No doubt we shall get men to serve if
tbe salaries are put down as low aa $500, but the question is
whether we shall get competent men, or men as competent as

those who now grace and adorn then stations. 1 hope it
will be the pleasure of the 8enate to adopt this amendment.
We have put the salaries at a round sum, which is something

1tm than the mate class of professor* receive at the ITniversi-
tie* of which I have spoken ; and which art wrtainly not too
much for the services rendered. Wo thought it bettor to givethe eutn in gross, ao that there should bo ao reason fur sup¬posing they were receiving by indirect means, a higher aaiarythan waa intended, and I do not believe the salary which they
now receive would have been attacked, if ir had not been for
the fact that a port of the sum cornea in the shape of commu¬
tation of forage far three horses, and it waa not known why a
profeaeor should hove three horaea. I believe the reduction
waa made with the idea of atriking at what scorned to be ao
abuse. But I think, with due deference, that in dbing ao the
House did not consider what was proper and nocessaty for the
support and compensation of a professor engaged in this in¬
stitution. Bo far as the profeaaora were concerned, the whole
amount received was hardly adequate as salariea, and the
mode in which it waa paid, ao far from being a matter of just
reproach to them, rather entitled them to our sympathy -T for
doubtless it must have been disagreeable to them to aeem to
receive too much by indirection, when in fact their allow-
ancea of all sorts did not compensate them folly for their
sertacea.

Mr. DICKINSON. I fully concur with my colleague up¬
on the Committee of Finance, (Mr. Hvstbv,^ who acta aa
chairman of (hat committee, in what he baa said with regard
to this bill. My experience Las taught me that the cavils
which are raised against the increase of the aalariea of clerk*
and public officers are most frequent with regard to small)
amounts, such as the trifling increaae of from aeveo or eight
hundred to a thousand dollars. In such case* a great deal is
aaid about economy, and that persona can be procured for a
leaa rum. Sir, in such matters it ia not more poetical than true,
that "fools rush in where angels fear to tread." You can

supply the public service with incompetent men for a aaiary
of a few hundred dollars ; but will it be wise to reaort to such
mistaken economy ' I too am an economist, but I am not
willing to economise to the destruction of efficiency. We
have many large appropriations.some of them amounting to
hundreds of thousands of dollare. Such appropriation poa-
aeas a high degree of interest, and in them the extravagance
of the Government is most conspicuous. To them I would
apply a rigid economy. I favor directness and simplicity in
the payment of aalariea. I am in favor of an amendment
which will ahow how moch our officers receive. 1 am not
willing to continue the system of paying through rationa and
commutations. Let the 8enate, and the country,, and the
officers themselves, know how many dollara and centa are as-1
signed to each. I do not think these salaries too high ; the
Government mast have ita employes, but let it have no more
than are necessary, and let them be competent men and fairly
paid.

M». BRADBURY. I am perfectly aware that any sug¬
gestion which tends to economy, or any effort that may be
made to keep either the salaries of officera or the expenaes of
the Government down to the point at which they have been
kept, will be perfectly unavailing; but still I intend to call
the attention of the Senate to the tendency to extravagance
in thinga great and amall, and I mean to repeat the effort,
whether availing or unavailing. This ia said to be a small
affair; but here we find.without any complaint on the part of I
the officers, that I have heard; without any allegation of neces-

'

sity for the increase of these salaries, and when the House
has sought to economise.a proposition to increase the aala-
ries of the officers of this institution to an amount of some
eight or ten per cent. We all know that the expense of sup¬
porting their families is less there than in moat large cities,
and that the services of men of first-rate capacity can be ob-1
tained for the salaries that these gentlemen have heretofore
enjoyed.

But we are told that $2,000 per annum is necessary in or¬
der to procure the servicea of some little tutor, to teach French
or some other language, which competent gentlemen can be
found to do for smaller salaries. Lf the committee had pro¬
posed, when they changed the mode of payment from com¬
mutations to a direct sum, to keep these salaries where they
have been, I might not have objected to it, because we should
not be increasing the amount But here is a preposition to
increase the sum, which is in perfect keeping with every ap¬
propriation bill which we have had before us. The constant
tendency is to enlarge the expenditures of the Government.
We are constantly called upon to raise the compensation
of employes in appropriation bills; and we have this
startling fact before us. That while in 1830 the expenses of
the Government were about $14,000,000, being about, or a
little more than one dollar for each inhabitant, the appro-
priationa asked for at the present session amount to
$45,000,000, being more than double the sum to be paid by
each inhabitant in 1830. And yet the appropriations will fall
short of the estimates. If we do not begin somewhere, it is
useless to attempt to keep the expenses of this Government
within any reasonable limits. We know that we have State
Governments whose proper province it ia to discharge most of'
the ordinary duties of government; but, notwithstanding
that, we have in this collateral Government, instituted for a
few apecific objects, the expenses going on and increasing at
such a rate that it seems to me it is at least worth while to call
attention to the matter, in order to see that we do not
enter into any unnecessary increaae of expenditures. I con¬
cur with the Senator from New York that it ia upon large
expenditurea that we shonld chiefly place our attention. But
I do not choose, whatever others may do, to go on voluntarily
increasing our expenses in smaller matters; I wish, at any
rate, to keep within our present limits, if we can.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think the 8enator from
Maine has made a very good speech, if he had appended it
to something to which it had a useful application; but I
think it is out of place here, because the whole increase of!
expenses proposed is only something over $700. It is a di-
minution of the salary of one of the profeasors, his salary
having been accidentally higher than that of the profeseor of
the senior chair of the academy. The object is to put all
the salaries of the principal professors upon the same scale.
The Senator from Maine has not inquired, I am sure, or he
would not have given the reason* which he has offered against
the passage of this amendment. He seems to suppose that
be can obtain competent men to fill these chairs any where,
and for a less sum of money. His remarks remind me of a

saying of William Cobbett. He said he could obtain an
able-bodied man to perform the duties of king for fifty pounds
a year. I have no doubt he can get able-bodied men to take
these chairs for such salaries as he supposes ; but I think he
is mistaken if he supposes he can get competent men to do it
who will not require a salary as high aa it is proposed to give.
The instruction at this institution is peculiar. In mathema¬
tics it is more extensive and thorough than elsewhere; and
the science of war and of military engineering is taught in no
other institution of the country. Therefore these chairs
must necessarily be filled by officers drawn from the army,
and must be men of the highest attainment in their profes¬
sion. On being appointed professors, they surrender the |
right of promotion in the army and all prospects of profes- I
sional distinction. It is only those of the highest attainments
in science, and of the best capacity, who are selected for
these duties. The Senator from Maine was never more mis¬
taken than in the supposition that the salaries are higher than
those given to men of aimilar occupation and standing ia
other institutions of the country. They are below what is
received in many institutions.greatly below that which they
conld elsewhere obtain ; but the professors have a pride in
the progreas and success of the institution, some of them hav¬
ing been connected with it more than twenty years. Having
grown tip with the institution, they feel that attachment
which binds them to It, and is superior - to pecuniary tempi
tation, but it may not be to depreciation and neglect by the
country whom they have so long and so advantageously
served.

Agaio, the Senator from Maine is mistaken in supposing
there has been no complaint on the part of the professors, and
that the position is favorable to low salaries. The place is
one where the living is expensive, and, as they have to enter¬
tain much company, their salaries barely support them. There
are many places where they could be supported for much less,
and where they could obtain higher salaries. The institution
has borne good fruit, and I think it is a poor economy to
strike at the source of the army's glorious reputation by par-
aimony in the salariea of the professors, such as will deprive the

- ¦ 1 nmfeaaor*. but

tion is not to any amount worthy ui

the expenses of the academy, but to place it on a basis with re¬

spect to these salaries which will relieve it hereafter from the
cavils to which it has boen exposed in consequence of the
msnner in which the salaries have been paid. It is to place
the amount paid distinctly and fairly before the country, so that
demagogues may not have any handle to lay hold upon in
connextion with the compensation made to the profeasors. It
is that the salariea may be 6xed, so tbst every man may know
what is received. The stsndird fixed upon is below that of
the colleges generally in the country. If these men ere, aa I
think they are, entitled to the gratitude of the country for all
they have beatowed upon it, both in peace and war; if they
have by their instructions st this academy given efficiency to
the army, and greatly increased the science which has been
sfjresd broadcast over tbe land, it ia but a poor return for such
benefits to be cavilling at the proposition to rai*e the salariea
of these professors a few hundred dollars. I regret that these
objections have occurred. I should have expected every Sen¬
ator to favor tbe propoaitioo, seeing it is but little more than
to change the mode of compensation by fixing the amount to
be received by commutation of allowances into a salary. I
expected to see it adopted at once, and that it never wou'd be
changed until some one should propose to incrrsso the salary
to such amount aa they could elsewhere receive. An increase,
I believe, they should have.

Mr. BR\DBURY. Mr. President, the manner of the
Senator from Missirsippi partakes more of the oamp than the
Senate. He nndertrkes to decide ex cathedra whether my
remarks are app'icaSle to the question or not. Of that the
Senator must permit me to judge. I do not choose to sub¬
mit to his decision when he undertakes to pronounce upon
the pertinency of my remarks. I am tha judge of that mat
!er, whether they are applicable or not to the subject be¬
fore the Senate, and not that Senator. If b« sees fit to call me
to order, to that mode of testing the point I am ready to sub¬
mit I made the suggestion that here waa a proposition to

iacieue (atari* fritheut aectmtj diacloeed to the Sfp#to. I
mw fit to call the attention of the Senate to that (object, be¬
cause I caw. on every hand, an indication of increase of
expenditures- I remarked that I thought proper to callatten¬
tion to this subject in all cases, whether la/fe or null. This is
no great natter» but it involves an increa* of Balance, as I
think, without necessity, and I have done my duty in noticing
the fact. I think we should look into every <««» "nd
that the expenditures of the Government are not anneceeearily
increased. I leave the subject with the 8enate. It is, of it¬
self of but Kttle consequence, «nd I will not consume further
time, remarking only that it is time to stop the unneeeeeary»
increase of expenditures in all cases.

Mr. DAVIS. If I had ever supposed that I could gain
any thing by lecturing the honorable Senator from Mane,. 1
should give it up now as hopeless, and come to the conclu¬
sion that he was onteachabler. The lemarks of the oeaator
were not applicable,- because they were directed to a staea ot
facts which did not exist; and now ho takes issue with me
because I tell him sot He cannot alter tha facts. They are
there ., and I have a right, and every other man has a right,to judge of the applicability of hia argument, when he argue*
as to the facts.
Whether my manner belongs ta-tbe cacap or the forum, I

trust that my arguments' will alwsyt be founded on truth.Tbe Senator hat committed an error aa to the facts. If hedid not commit an error, be must have known tint he was
attacking that which did nst exist. 1 supposed' that he was
committing an error, because the facts did not esirt so ae to
juatify the attack. If he takes issue on that, let him do so
and make the most of it. Bat he windk up by aaying that
it is a matter of such small importance that be leaves it to
the Senate

Mr. BRADBURY. Without further wmark.
Mr. DAVIS. Exactly; and'Le leaves it precisely where

he found it. I think it is probable that he- has not changedthe opinion of any one ; nor even given sufficient seasons to
justify his own. And if tbe matter is one of such smalt im¬
portance, it is a great pity tbe Senator did not think of that
before, and allow the question to be taken without givingrise to this debate.
The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend¬

ment, and it was agreed to.
Mr. HUNTER-- I hope the question will be taken on ther

remaining amendments altogether, as they follow as a matter
of course from the adoption of the last amendment. They
are merely verbal, ao as to make the aeveral parts of the bill.
flgrM.
Tbe question was then taken on tLor remaining amend¬

ments proposed by Mr. Hcjth, and they were agreed to.
The bill was then reported to the Senate; the several!

amendments made as m Committee of the Whole-were con¬
curred in, and ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read.
a third time.

BOUNTY LAND BILL.
Mr. 8HIELDS. I move to postpone the consideration of

the prior special orders, that the Senate may proceed to the-
consideration of the bill ?..granting bounty land to certain offi¬
cers and soldiders who have been engaged in the military ser¬
vice of the United 8tates."
The motion was agreed to.
The PRESIDENT. The bill is before the Senate as in

Committee of the Whole. The question pending is on the
proviso, which it is proposed to insert at the end of the bill,
and which will be read.
The proviso was read, as printed in a preceding column of this

paper, making it optional with the person entitled to bountyland to receive a wairant for the same or scrip bearing 6 per
cent, interest, at the rate $l00scrip for every 160 acres of land.

Mr. MA80N. As this bill now stands it requires sub¬
stantially that all those officers and soldiers who may be entis-
tied to land warrants should themselves locate the warrant-
which they receive under it.that they should take out a pa¬
tent for the land. And it restricts it, too, to those officers-
and soldiers as a personal benefit \ that is to ssy, they are pro¬
hibited from making any assignment of the warrants after the
patents have been obtained.

t .Now, under the provisions of this bill, although it is cer¬
tainly proper and right to a oertain extent to exempt as far
as practicable the class to whom this bounty is given from
the depredations that are always practised upon them by spec¬
ulators, yet I am very confident that, as it stands, those offi¬
cers and soldiers who reside in-the Southern States, including
the 8ta'e of Virginia, who may be entitled to tbe benefits of
this act, will really derive no practical benefit from it.
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the proviso pro¬

posed to be added at the end of the bill. It is one of the
amendments recommended by the committee.

Mr. MA80N. I am perfeotly aware of that; and if the
President will wait a moment he will see that my remarks are
strictly pertinent to the view which I shall presently take of
that proviso. As this bill stands, I proceed to remark that
those of the State of Virginia and other Slates lying aouthof
it who are to be entitled to patents under this bill, will really
never receive any particular benefits from them, because they
never can go into the Western country, either in person or

by agent or attorney, for the purpose oflocating one hundred
and sixty, eighty, or forty acres of land ; and, although it
may be desirable to leave the bill asit stands, prohibiting trad¬
ing in or transfer of these warranU before the patent is ob¬
tained, yet it appears to me that to a large class it would
really result in no particular benefit.

.Now, as to the proviso, I think that the object which it
proposes may be accomplished by modifying it in the way.
that I shall propose. The bill proposes to make a gratuity--
a pure gratuity.out of the public domain, as a recognition of
the military services rendered by certain of our people in the
wars with Great Britain and in the Indian wars. But it is a.
pure gratuity. It is proposed, I presume, out of the abun¬
dance of this domain, to make this recognition of former mili¬
tary services ; but the proviso is intended to make that gratui¬
ty in the alternative, and in the discretion of the gratuitees, a

charge upon the Treasury ; to allow them at their pleasure to
receive money scrip at the Treasury in lieu of this bounty
land. As at present advised, I shall be opposed to the pro¬
viso in that shape. I do not know that I should be opposed
to making a gratuity out of the public domain in land, of
which we have more than enough, and which seems to in¬
cumber the public councils of this country. Aa I am at pre¬
sent advised, I should be disposed to make a gratui^ out of
the public domain; but I should be entirely indisposed to al¬
low it to be commuted to a charge upon the public T reasury.
I see no reason, therefore, why, in order to avoid the difficul¬
ties which I have suggested in relation to a portionirf those
who are to be benefited by it, when you prohibit them from
trading or transferring their right to this land, you should offer
them money scrip. I think you should give them, in lieu of
money scrip, land scrip proportionate to the °f
to which they would be entitled ; that ia to say, that the pro¬
viso should be so modified as to authorae those peawns to re¬

ceive military land scrip; and with that view I b. P£P£ed an amendment to the proviso which I wiU submit to the
Senate.

, r nThe amendment wis read M follow® i
.. To be issued by the Secretary of the Interior at the rate

of 41.85 per acre, for each acre to which such person may b«
entitled, which scrip shall be receivable in payment for any
lands subject to sale at private duty.

Mr. 8HIELDS. Mr. President, the objections which
were urged by the 8enator from Virginia and others yester¬day have, I think, very great force in them. On considera¬
tion, I, for one, aa a member of the committee, believe that
it is very imprudent to insist upon this proviso. It would
not only endanger and hasard the bill, which I am very anx¬
ious should pass, but I think it is going a little too far, as

suggested by the gentleman from Virginia, to throw this bur¬
den upon the Treasury in any event. I am willing that wa
should surrender the whole proviso ? I will not insist upon it.
But it is a great object to prevent thia scrip from floating
about in the community as a species of speculating circulation.
The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia weuld have
the effect of throwing into market a very large .mount of
land scrip, which would be assignable, of oourse, ad libitum,
and would be likely to circulate over the country and fall into
the hands of speculator. Thia ia the great objection that wa
Western men have to it. This is a general meaaure. It ap-
pliea to the whole country. We of the West are not spe¬
cially interested in it, for it will prevent land from being set¬
tled. This is as beneficial to New England as it is to Illi¬
nois, so far aa that ia concerned. But I see a strong, I see
a very powerlul objection to throwing this scrip into market
for the purpose of speculation. I hope, then, that tbe 8enator
from Virginia will withdraw his amendment, and let this pro¬
viso be voted down, as I am willing it should be.

Mr. MA80N. Mr. Preaident, I have no disposition in
the world to embarrass the bill by the amendment which I
have offered. As I have said, my views at present are fa¬
vorable to the bill. The object of this bill, upon is face, ie
to give this bounty to those for whom it ia provided, ftow
i£ really and in fact, it will confer no bounty upon a larga
class, the bill is perfectly illusive as to them, however ben¬
eficial it may be to those who can avail themselves o

it. How would it be practicable in a large class, »°m

Virginia and from the other Southern 8tates, of militia
and volunteers, who werekcalled not for special service
to defend their frontiers ? That was the case in Vir¬
ginia. I know that thousands upon thousands were called
out, and kept he prescribed term, to defend the
The bill entitles privates to receive forty acres of land } but
it disablea them from receiving that bounty unless they
take measures, each individually, to hare that forty .cres of
land located somewhere upon the public lands and a patent
issued for it. It will not be done ; it cannot bedon.-Ui-
utterly impracticable that it ahould be done. Andthe result
will be, that wherever these claimants era found in the
Western States, convenient to the public landa, with a

knowledge of the mode of getting at the means of perfec ing
ibeir location, perfecting their entriee, having their patent,
they will derive benefit from it; but there are those scattered
through the Southern Statee who are generally among the
less enlightened portion of our community.termers and la¬

boring men.who really have and can have no knowledge of
the organixation of our land system, and in whose hands this
forty scree of land to which they are entitled will be perfectly
ueeleM. The proviaione of the bill to that extant will hi
pertial.


